            KERALA  ASSOCIATION OF DALLAS, INC.


         Registered office: 4550 Gus Thomasson  Road, Broadway Square, Suite 14, Mesquite, Texas, 75150

   P.O. Box  570483, Dallas, Texas 75357-0483. Phone (972) 279-7601 Fax: 972 279 7601 

Email: keralaassociationofdallas@yahoo.com Web: www.keralaassociation.org

Respected Members,

On behalf of the 2008 Board of Directors & Board of Trustees let me submit this annual report for your approval. The General Election of the Board of Directors for the year 2008 was held on December 15, 2007. The following individuals were unanimously elected to the Board of Directors:

President:
                      Mr. Davis Mundanmani

Vice President:                             Mr. Alex Mathews

Secretary:
Mr. Thomas J. Vadakkemuriyil

Joint Secretary:
Mr. Tommy Nelluvelil

Treasurer:
Mr. P.T. Sebastian

Joint Treasurer:
Mr. Jose Ochalil

Arts Director:
Mr. Stanly George

Sports Director:
Mr. Haridas Thankappan

Picnic & Rec. Director:
Mr. Mathew T. Ninan

Education Director:
Mr. Jacob Simon

Library Director:
Mr. Rajan Isaac

Publication Director:
Mr. Siju V. George

Membership Director:
Mr. Jacob Mathew

Social Service Director:
Mrs. Rosamma George

Youth Director:
Ms. Manju Kumar

Board of Trustees:                        Mr.Thampy Mathew

                                                      Mr. Abraham Mathew

                                                      Mr. Rajan Mepuram

                                                      Mr. Eipe Skariah

                                                      Mrs. Radha Nair

The Annual General Body Meeting of the Kerala Association of Dallas was held on January 19th, 2008. Davis Mundanmani, the President, chaired the meeting.   Thomas Easo, the outgoing Secretary, presented the annual report for the year 2007.  I. Varghese, the outgoing Treasurer, submitted the audited account for the year 2007. 

The returning President Davis Mundanmani presided over the next session of the meeting and gave the introductory speech. Thomas J. Vadakkemuriyil, the Secretary for 2008 presented the tentative schedule of events for 2008. P.T. Sebastian, Treasurer for 2008, presented the proposed budget for the year 2008. The meeting adjourned at 5:30 P.M.

New Appointment

Sunny Jacob was appointed as the Board of Trustee by the General Body in place of Radha Nair, who has tendered her resignation earlier as Board of Trustee.  

Membership

This was a record year for the registered membership for our association.  A total of 885 members were registered as members for the year 2008. This has exceeded our goal of 870 that was set for the year. We are grateful to all those committee members and volunteers who had worked hard throughout the year to achieve this goal.

Sahithya Sammelanam & Kavya Mela

Sahithya Sammelanam and Kavya Mela were conducted on February 16th, 2008 at the Kerala Association Office. The topic was “Marichu Kondiriykunna Malayalam Bhasha”. Dr. Punathil Kunjabdullah, the well known novelist from Kerala, led the Sammelanam. This event was a grant success.  Many talented artists from our community participated. 

Kerala Night

The Kerala Night Program was conducted on Saturday April 26th, 2008, at St. Thomas Catholic Church Jubilee Hall, Garland, Texas. Many of our members and their children took this opportunity to showcase their artistic talents.  This was a very entertaining and enjoyable evening for all attendees. 

Medical Camp & Blood Drive

The Medical Camp and Blood Drive were organized on May 24th, 2008.  Many from our community benefited from this event. The Blood Testing Service was provided by Primary Care Clinic of North Texas. Several Doctors from our community volunteered their time to make this Clinic a grand success. They included Dr. Marina Vengalil, Dr. Rajeev Joseph, and Dr. Sunil Mathews. Beena Nelluvelil and Elsy Thaitharappel volunteered as Nurses. Dr. P.V. Magesh helped with the Blood Testing Service. We appreciate all the doctors, nurses, and other volunteers, for their valuable time and commitment for making this event a reality. 

Championing a Great Cause - Malayalam Elective Subject-UT Austin

The Kerala Association on its part collected and donated $5,001.00 to UT Austin’s “Malayalam As Elective Subject” program which was on the verge of being canceled due to lack of funds.  This, and support from other community organizations helped to retain this program at UT, Austin. Kerala Association would like to acknowledge all those came forward with their financial support to save this valuable program.

Youth Picnic

Manju Kumar, and Nivin Mathew, our youth leaders were instrumental in making the youth picnic a memorable event for all of our young adults.  This was held on June 21st, 2008, at the Sunnyvale Park. About 80 youths participated in the picnic. 

Youth Seminar

The youth seminar was organized on June 28th, 2008, at Dallas-Addison Marriott Quorum. Dr. Varghese Jacob of UT Dallas, Dr. Suku Nair of SMU, Dr. Cherian Samuel (Orthopedic Surgeon) and Jainy Joseph (Teacher, Garland ISD), gave motivational speeches. Manju Kumar, Chris Sebastian, Nivin Mathew and Simon Jacob (Education Director) did a commendable job, organizing this seminar. 

Kairali Express 2008 Show

The Kerala Association sponsored the Kairali Express 2008 Show.  This was led by Kollam Thulasi, and many other famous Movie/ T.V Stars from Kerala. The show was staged at the Jubilee hall of St. Thomas Catholic Church of Garland TX, on August 3rd, 2008. There was an overwhelming support from the community for this program.

Senior Citizen Day

The Senior Citizen day was conducted on August 9th, 2008, at the association office. Dr. Roy. P. Thomas from Chicago, and Dr. S.K. Nair of Ft. Worth, were the keynote speakers. Senior Citizen day provided an opportunity for our seniors in the DFW area to share their concerns and health issues with experts in the medical field. 

Annual Picnic and Sports.

The annual picnic and sports competition of The Kerala Association was held on August 30th, 2008, at One-Eleven Ranch in Garland. This was a whole day event.  Several families from the Kerala Community actively participated in the fun and games. Barbeque, Hot Dogs, Kappa, and Sambaram were served. Winners of the different sports and games were awarded trophies at the end of the day. 

Onam 2008  

The Kerala Association celebrated the traditional Onam festival on September 13th, 2008, at the MGM Auditorium in Garland . An estimated 1200 people attended the Onam Celebration, in spite of inclement weather. Mrs. Saraswathi Nampoothiri, inaugurated the festivities by performing the traditional lamp lighting ceremony.Mr. K.G Manmadhan Nair delivered the Onam Message. Perumpavoor M.L.A Mr. Saju Paul also celebrated Onam with us, and gave us an inspirational speech. MAVELI was ‘processioned’ in to the auditorium with thalappoli,chendamelam,muthukkuda and big fanfare.Kerala stye ‘Ona Sadhya’ followed.

Education Awards.

As has been the case for several years, The Kerala Association demonstrated its continued commitment to its members by recognizing the academic achievement of our children. Dr. S.K Nair presented the awards to the following top achievers during the Onam Celebration: 

Grade
1st Place 
2ND Place

6th 
Kristine Joseph
Angeline Koshy 

& Jerry Nelluvelil

8th
Sonya Mohan


Julie Abraham

12th
Ancy Jacob


Tarun Koshy

 The Kerala Association greatly appreciates the following sponsors for their financial support: The Lions Club Foundation, K.G. Manmadhan Nair (International American University), Remani Kumar, Joseph Chandy, Sunny Jacob, Eipe Skariah, and Jacob Simon. 

College Fest

College Fest was conducted on October 18th, 2008, at the Kerala association hall. The seminar was conducted by officials from UT Arlington.  Many of our students and their parents benefited from this seminar. 

Cardiac Seminar

The Kerala Association organized a Cardiac Seminar for the benefit of the Kerala Community. Cardiologist, Dr. Chandra Sekharan Nair conducted the seminar. He answered several questions from the audience, and addressed many of their  concerns.    We are grateful to Dr. Chandra Sekharan Nair, for his time.

A helping Hand - Manu Mathew Fund

Our members overwhelmingly supported a fund collection effort to help one of our own,  Manu Mathew, who has encountered some health problems and is unable to work. We have collected $ 5295.00 and presented the check to Manu Mathew on November 1st, 2008, at the Association office. The Kerala Association of Dallas would like to express our sincere thanks to the contributors for their generosity. 

Special General Body Meeting: 11/09/2008

A special General Body Meeting was held on November 09th, 2008 , at the Association office.  I Varghese, the Building Committee Convener, presented the progress report of the building fund collection activities and presented a proposal for the formation of a Trust.  Mathew Jacob, the Attorney at Law, explained the legal aspect of the Trust. P.P Cherian, Manmadhan Nair, Alex Mathew, Peter Netto, Rajan Issac, Jose Ochalil, Tomy Nelluvelil and Jacob Mathew (Siby) actively participated in the discussions, and helped to answer many questions and concerns of the participants. After a detailed discussion, the General Body Meeting unanimously decided to form a Trust. The committee is assigned with the task to consult the attorney regarding the formation of the proposed Trust. 

A decision has been made by the General Body to revise the rate of advertisement for Kairali effective January 2009. This is to defray the added cost of printing additional copies of this prestigious publication.  We are making this monthly publication available for many more members than before. The revised rates will be as follows:

Description
Current 
New 

Back Cover
Done by bid
No Change 

Inside Front Cover
Done by bid
No Change 

Inside Back Cover
Done by bid 
No Change 

Full Page 1 year 

Half Page 1 year
$900.00

$600.00
No Change 

No Change 

Full Page 6 month

Half Page 6 month
$500.00

$325.00
$550.00

$350.00

Full Page 3 month

Half Page 3 month
New Introduction for 2009
$300.00

$200.00

Full Page 1time

Half Page 1 time
$100.00

$60.00
$125.00

$75.00

Building Fund 

The Building Fund pledge has reached $125,867.00. We have collected $65,543.00 so far. Kerala Association is grateful for everybody’s cooperation and the enthusiastic support. 

Spelling Bee & Speech Competition 

On November 15th, 2008, the Kerala Association held a Spelling Bee and Speech Competition at the Association hall. Many Children participated in the function. The winners were awarded trophies during the Christmas/ New Year Celebrations. 

Reception for Hon. Vayalar Ravi

A reception was organized to honor,  Hon. Vayalar Ravi, Minister for overseas Indian affairs on November 20th, 2008, at the Indian Creek Golf Course in Carrollton TX. This function was jointly sponsored by the Kerala Association of Dallas, the Federation of Indian Associations of North Texas, and The Greater Dallas Indo-American Chamber of Commerce. This event gave an opportunity for the Indian Community to speak to the Minister, and express our concerns. Mr.Ravi promised that he would make every effort to start an Air India flight from DFW to one of the Indian Cities. 

FOKANA

Kerala Association members attended the FOKANA convention, in July 2008, at Philadelphia. Five of our members also participated in the FOKANA Election on November 2008 as delegates of Kerala Association of Dallas.  The election was in New York.  Mr. Boban Koduvathu has been elected Regional Vice President for Region #8. Our congratulations to Boban.

Election of 2009

The Board of Directors of the Kerala Association of Dallas for 2009 were elected  on December 20th, 2008. The Election Committee members were Mathew Koshy (Chief Election Commissioner) Joy Antony, and Philip Chamathil. The new officials were elected unanimously. The following are the Board of Directors and Board of Trustees for the year 2009

President:                                                       Mrs. Remani Kumar

Vice President:                                              Mr. Thomas Varghese

Secretary:                                                      Mr. Thomas J Vadakkemuriyil

Joint Secretary:                                              Mr. Tomy Nelluvelil

Treasurer:                                                      Mr. P.T Sebastian

Joint Treasurer:                                             Mr. Alias Punnose

Arts Director:                                                Mr. Stanly George

Sports Director:                                            Mr. Cherian Churanadu

Picnic & Rec. Director:                                Mr. Haridas Thankappan

Education Director:                                      Mr. Jacob Simon

Library Director:                                          Mr. Jose Ochalil

Publication Director:                                    Mr. Koshy Vaidyan

Membership Director:                                  Mr. Mathew T Ninan

Social Service Director:                               Mrs. Anci Joseph

Youth Director:                                            Mr. Nivin Mathew

Board of Trustees:                                         Mr. Eipe Skariah

                                                                       Mr. Jacob Mathew

                                                                       Mr. Raju Mathew




                                                                       Mr. Sunny Jacob

                                                                       Mr. Thampi Mathew

Reception to Mr. Rajeev Nath

The Kerala Association hosted a reception for Mr. Rajeev Nath, a famous Movie Director from Kerala on December 21st, 2008. Mr. Rajeev Nath directed about 14 Movies. He has won the state and national awards for his outstanding work. 

Christmas & New Year Celebration- 2008

The annual Kerala association Christmas & New Year Celebration were held on December 27th, 2008, at the St. Thomas Catholic Church Jubilee Hall. Rev. Fr. V.M. Thomas, Vicar of St. Mary’s Jacobite Syrian-Orthodox Church, Carrollton, and a long time member of the Kerala Association of Dallas, delivered the Christmas message. The Board of Directors and Board of Trustees for 2009 were introduced during this function. The Christmas and New Year Celebration concluded with a delicious dinner. 

Executive Committee

In 2008, The Board of Directors, and Board of Trustees met 20 times to ensure proper coordination of activities. 

2008 Financial Report

The total income for 2008 was $79,301.50. The total expenditure was $68,277.39. We have a net balance of $11,024.11 for the year 2008. Mr. Hari Pillai, CPA, audited the financial accounts of 2008. Thanks to Mr. Hari Pillai for his services. 

A Word about Kairali Magazine and the hands behind it!!!

For the past 22 years we have been publishing this prestigious magazine, Kairali, without any break.  This has reached a circulation of 950.  This is probably an unmatched and unprecedented feat for a regional community organization like ours.  We don’t believe that any other association in North America can make such a claim.  We all can be proud of this great achievement.  There is a considerable expenditure to print and mail this many copies every month.  However, the Kairali is self funded in a way by the advertisement revenue that it generates.  The work behind it is enormous including preparing the material, editing, sending to the printer, and making sure that a copy is mailed to every member on record. We greatly appreciate the time and efforts of committee members, volunteers, and well wishers of the Kerala Association.  Kairali is also electronically transmitted via e-mail every month to members in PDF format. Thanks to Siju. V. George, our publication director, for introducing the PDF format.

Website

The Kerala Association launched a new website in 2005. The web site address is http:// www.keralaassociation.org. Thanks to Jaison Sani, Rasna Jaison, and Nivin Mathew for designing and updating our website.  

Yahoo Group 

Now we have a Yahoo group e-mail system which allows us to communicate with our Association members effectively. Thanks to Haridas Thankappan, Jacob Mathew (Siby), Mathew.T. Ninan, & Rajan Issac, for their effort and hard work, to introduce yahoo groups.  Members are encouraged to give their e-mail ID to the above mentioned committee members, so that they can be included in the Yahoo Group. 

Library

Our Library has about 7000 Malayalam books, and is open every Sunday from 4 PM-6 PM. Many of our Members are taking advantage of our Library & Reading Room. 

Condolences

During 2008, a few members of our Malayalee community passed away.  The association members attended funeral services and shared the sorrow of family and friends.  Kerala Association members also visited many sick and ailing patients, at hospital, and at home. The Kerala Association showed our support and concerns by sending flowers and sympathy cards to all the grieving families.

Conclusion

It was really a pleasure, to work with a team of fine and dedicated people. Without your commitment, hard work, and support, we would not have achieved all of our goals. To all our Volunteers, and Well-wishers, we thank you for your sincere dedication and generous support, throughout the year. Thank you for allowing us to serve you. Today,

please allow me to present to you, the annual report of the Kerala Association of Dallas for the year of 2008, for your review and approval. 

Sincerely,

Thomas J Vadakkemuriyil,

Secretary

January 24th, 2009


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2008





                             PRESIDENT:


Davis Mundanmani


(214)496-9964


                 VICE PRESIDENT:


                      Alex Mathews                           (972)394-6246


                         SECRETARY:                        


Thomas Vadakkemuriyil


                        (972)446-7726


             JOINT SECRETARY:


                                Tomy Nelluvelil


(972)533-7399


                         TREASURER:


P.T. Sebastian


                         (972)288-4091


            JOINT TREASURER:


Jose Ochalil


                        (972)329-6906


                                       ARTS:


                            Stanley George


                        (972)395-7197


                                   SPORTS:


Haridas Thankappan


                         (972)635-5155


                  PICNIC&RECRE: Mathew T.Ninan


                    ( 214)478-6543


                          EDUCATION:


                           Jacob Simon


                        (972)303-0515


                                LIBRARY:


Rajan Issac


(972)289-2590 


                     PUBLICATION: 


                              Siju V  George


                        (972)675-0111


                      MEMBERSHIP:


Jacob Mathew


                        (469)360-9200


                 SOCIAL SERVICE:


Rosamma George


                         (972)306-8347


                                 YOUTH:


Manju Kumar


(972)501-0175


      


    BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


                    


Eipe Skariah


                      (972)253-7705


Thampi Mathew


                       (972)279-5737


                         Abraham Mathew


                      (972)303-5969


                        Sunny Jacob


                       (972)463-1212


Rajan Mepuram


                      (972)226-4301
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